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North Carolina  Grade 10   
Writing Assessment

  Practice Tests 1 and 2

Imagine that you will take the North Carolina Grade 10 Writing Assessment today. How 
would you do? In what areas would you perform best? The diagnostic test that follows can 
help you answer these questions. It can show you where your strengths and weaknesses lie. 
With this awareness of your strengths and weaknesses, you will be able to plan your studies 
accordingly. Taking this test will give you an idea of what the real test is like, since this test 
is based on the North Carolina standards that focus on writing.

Although you will receive just one prompt when you take the writing assessment, you will 
not know ahead of time whether it will be for a definition response or a cause/effect 
response, so these tests offer one of each type of prompt.

HOW TO USE YOUR TIME

Using the 100 minutes allotted for actual writing, the educators who designed the test 
recommend that you use the time in the following way:

Planning/Prewriting (15 minutes)

Read the writing prompt carefully, brainstorm ideas, and organize those ideas in a clustering 
diagram or outline.

Drafting (35 minutes)

Once you have organized your ideas, write them in complete sentences developed into well-
formed paragraphs. You do not need to worry much about grammar and punctuation at this 
point.

The total time for the Writing Test is 115 minutes, broken down as  follows:
Writing Assessment Grade 10 Minutes

assemble students, distribute test materials, and read general instruc-
tions 

15 Minutes

actual test time 100 Minutes

Total Time 115 Minutes




