
Writing the Essay
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Read this sentence from paragraph 7 of the essay.

The ultimate phase of training was graduation.

As it is used here, the word ultimate 
most nearly means

Read this sentence from the first paragraph of 
the essay.

The large, bulky bus slowed down as it turned 
onto a long, narrow bridge.

The pronoun it stands for what noun?

Read this sentence from paragraph 5 of the essay.

I quickly learned that the purpose of running is 
more than just exercise: it is for the sake of 
staying alive.

Which of these statements best 
explains what the narrator is referring 
to here?

F The point of the training is to prepare 
the Marines for battle, and running well 
might save their lives then. 

G Because of the tough drill instructors, 
the boys had to run well or they would 
not get their regular meals.

H There were live mines in the road, and 
only running quickly around them 
could the Marines stay alive.

J If the boys did not finish each run in a 
timely manner, their life in the Marines 
would be at an end.

F extreme.
G awesome.

H vital.
J final.

A large
B bulky

C bus
D bridge

1.1.2

3.1.3

1.2.2

Examine the photograph below.

[Marines photo]

Write a response that explains whether the photograph communicates ideas similar to 
those found in the essay. In your response, support your conclusion with appropriate 
details from both the essay and the photograph.

1.1.4

Use your own paper to plan your response and to write a final copy.




